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PAC in
need of
upgrade
Technology
lags in music
department
JP Winters
Staff writer

Shun jie yong / visuals editor

Wednesday ends a year of transition as SCSU phases out all tobacco use on campus. For the past year students and university employees were allowed to smoke in a select number of designated areas around campus.

Tobacco up in smoke at SCSU
John Russett
news editor

The second and
final phase of SCSU’s
tobacco policy will be
implemented Wednesday, marking the end
of a year-long transitional phase to make
the SCSU campus
entirely tobacco-free.

SCSU will become
the sixth four-year
school in the MnSCU
system to implement a
tobacco-free policy.

Lead-up to
Phase I

In March 2010
the MnSCU Board of
Trustees passed a resolution, setting in mo-

tion the process which
will end Wednesday.
The resolution encouraged schools in
the MnSCU system to
consult with students
and faculty regarding
their thoughts on tobacco use on campus.
In October 2010
President Earl H.
Potter III appointed

a task force to review
existing policy and
public health information. The task force
gathered opinions of
university employees
and students through
a variety of different
methods including a
Facebook page, a traveling video talk-box,
a traveling opinion

board where opinions
were recorded, emails,
and focus groups.
The final recommendation of the taskforce was a two-phase
process by which
SCSU would become
tobacco-free on Aug.
1, 2012.
The first phase
would allow smoking

in designated areas on
campus as well as an
increase in the efforts
to make cessation
options more readily
available.
A student and employee referendum was
conducted in April
2011 which showed 63

•See Ban / Page 3

Local bus drivers compete for top spot
Metro Bus driver takes
first place, will compete in the
International Bus Roadeo in May
Staff Report

St. Cloud bus drivers
take the high road for the
Minnesota Bus Roadeo
with three local drivers taking top spots.
The Bus Roadeo is an
annual bus driving competition held in Bemidji and
features drivers from across
Minnesota. This year’s
competition, held on July
21, showed that St. Cloud
bus drivers can drive circles
around their competitors.
Fixed-route Metro Bus
driver Ken Rakke took first
place in his group. Rakke
will go on to compete on
the international level at the
International Bus Roadeo
held in Indianapolis next
year.
Jabin Scepurek, also
a fixed-route driver, took
second alongside Rakke.
Dial-a-Ride driver Todd
DeZurik also placed in the
competition in the small
bus division, taking third.
David Peacock, also from
Dial-a-Ride, competed as
well but did not place in this
competition.

INSIDE

The goal of the Roadeo
is not only competition, but
education as well. All drivers that attend are required
to go to a training course
where safety and awareness
is highlighted for attendees.
Drivers compete on a
specially laid-out course.
They must first complete a
passenger stop where mock
passengers are placed on
the bus.
They next obstacle is a
left-hand turn. From here
the challenges become
more difficult. Drivers then
move on to a tight turn
course whey they must navigate between closely placed
cones.
The final challenge is a
judgement stop where drivers must stop the bus next
to a small object within six
inches.
During the competition,
drivers are scored based on
a set of strict rules. They
are judged based on how
efficiently they can drive
which includes maintaining
their own vehicle, including
performance and appearance, as well as how well
each driver can navigate the

News.........1-3
Opinions....4
Marquee.....5
Sports........6

course. Points are deducted
if a driver hits a curb or if
they are too far away from
it.
The Minnesota Department of Transportation
Rural Transit Assistance
Program also offers scholarships to any students
who are attending the
competition. Several different groups are eligible to

receive this, but it is mainly
geared toward those that
live in rural areas.
Other eligible groups
include those that provide
transportation for the
elderly and persons with
disabilities.
The International Bus
Roadeo will take place in
Indiana next year during
May. Rakke will compete

on courses more detailed
and tough than Minnesota’s, with top drivers from
across the nation.
The Minnesota Bus
Roadeo was supported by
the Minnesota Public Transit Association, Minnesota
Department of Transportation and the Minnesota
Rural Transit Assistance
Program.

Photo courtesy of metro bus

Metro Bus staff from left: Shawn Pierce, Scheduling & Service Support Supervisor; Todd DeZurik, Third Place Small Bus; Ken Rakke, First Place Large Bus;
Jabin Scepurek, Second Place Large Bus; Shelby Hadley, Street Supervisor; and
Jim Studniski, Street Supervisor.

Twins trade Liriano

Page 6
The Minnesota
Twins have traded
Francisco Liriano to
the White Sox for
two young prospects.

‘Dark Knight Rises’, then falls

Many enjoy the refined
echoes of instruments and
voices that bounce off the
walls of the Performing
Arts Center, but after a
few questions to those who
frequent the halls, it appears that this is a building
in need of some increased
funding.
Apparently, this is not a
recent concern.
“It’s been an issue for
the past ten years,” said
Terry Vermillion, chair of
the music department.
It is not as if the department has been left completely in the dark.
“We do receive some
support,” Vermillion said.
“We were able to install
projectors in two classrooms
and were able to fund one
smart room, but that was
ten years ago,” he continued.
The department does
receive an operating budget, but “the operating budget is spent on operating,
not upgrading,” he added.
And what is in need of
upgrading?
“Pianos, trumpets, trombones,” Vermillion listed
these off the top of his
head. SCSU has “always
supplied instruments,” but
the instruments are in need
of upgrades.
“Students already pay
enough to come to college,”
Vermillion said, so they
shouldn’t be forced to spend
extra money on adequate
instruments.
And then there is the
issue of technology.
“Students will be using
technology in the field, such
as music software,” Vermillion said. “If students don’t
have access they won’t get
practical experience.”
Additionally, there is
no computer lab in the
building. It is “one of the
only buildings on campus
without a lab,” Vermillion
said.
“It would be nice if they
had more readily available
recording equipment,”
agreed Dustin Hanson,
a fourth-year percussion
major.
When asked if he had
any complaints about the
technology available in the
Performing Arts Center,
Hanson said, “Yes and no.
You can tell they’re working
on it. There are some computers available, but you
have to be given permission
to access those.”
As far as the instruments

•See PAC/ Page 3
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The final installment of the trilogy
is cinematically
strong, but the end
has a few sticking
points.
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1 & 2 BEDROOMS
Starting at $485 per month
10 or 12 month leases
Free Heat & Basic Cable
Call for a tour!
320-654-8300

SPECIAL OFFER!
LIMITED TIME ONLY!
Single Rooms Starting
at $250/month
Call Lynette today
320-217-4115

FREE WI-FI & BASIC
CABLE!
4 Bedroom Apartment
Individual Leases just
$285/RM
Super Close to Campus!
Call Lynette 320-217-4115

1,2,3 &4 BD
AVAILABLE!
Free Heat, Water & Garbage
FREE Basic Cable!!!
On Busline!!!
Call today 320-654-8300

FREE INTERNET/
CABLE/HEAT!
3 & 4 Bedroom Apartments
Call for specials
320-259-9673
www.ivyapartments.com

3 BLOCKS FROM
CAMPUS!
3 & 4 Beds
320-259-9673
www.ivyaparetments.com

QUIT’CHUR

GAWKING
READ THE CHRONICLE

ALL SUMMER AT

www.universitychronicle.net
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Tobacco cessation
not a new topic

Continued from Page 1
percent of students and 75 percent
of employees in favor of the recommendations of the taskforce.
Grant funds from Stearns
County Human Services Public
Health Division as a part of the
Statewide Health Improvement
Program were used to gather feedback and implement the changes.

St. Cloud State University
13 Stewart Hall
St. Cloud, Minnesota
56301-4498

Phone
Office: (320) 308.4086
Fax: 308.2164
Advertising: 308.3943
Business: 308.3945
Editor: (732).690.2233
editor@
universitychronicle.net

Phase I

The first phase of the new
tobacco policy began Aug. 1, 2011,
which restricted tobacco use to
designated campus locations.
As the first phase progressed
Student Government began to discuss the possibilities of continuing
tobacco use on SCSU’s campus.
A resolution was brought in
front of Student Government on
Feb. 2 opposing the second phase
of the tobacco ban.
The resolution cited excessive
amounts of littering across campus,
the inability of SCSU to enforce
the ban on city streets within campus and loss of revenue from the
Quick Zone Convenience Store as
reasons why the second phase of
the tobacco ban should be reconsidered.
Samantha Ivey, former Student
Government president, said when
it was first brought up to the senate
during the 2010-2011 school year
she was furious about it, along with
half the senate. However, she said
they decided to put it to a vote of
the association because Student
Government realized how biased
they were.
For a vote to be considered an
official vote, 8 percent of students
need to participate.
“It didn’t receive quorum. Only
about 1250 students voted and we
need about 1800 to receive an official student vote,” Ivey said.
On Feb. 9 the resolution was
discussed at length during the
weekly Student Government meeting.
“This year’s governing body
isn’t last year’s governing body.
Our campus is ever-evolving and
ever-changing,” said Randal May,
Student Government senator.
Many Student Government
members echoed the sentiments
of the resolution by stating their
displeasure with the number of cigarette butts found all over campus.
While Student Government
officially opposed the second phase
of the tobacco policy, Ivey said the
President’s Council and President
Potter always have the final say on
any policy.
Phase II of the tobacco policy
continues to receive a wide range
of commentary from many members of the SCSU community.

More than 1,300 posters of SCSU
athletes promoting a tobacco-free
community circulated through St. Cloud
during the week of Sept. 15, 2003.
Author Jean Kilbourne presented
“Deadly Persuasion: Advertising and
Addiction”, which addressed the
advertising of alcohol and tobacco at
SCSU in April 2006.
In May 2006 the
Minnesota Partnership
for Action Against
Tobacco (MPAAT)
awarded a $120,000
grant for a research
project on what education is provided to
students by Minnesota nursing programs
on quitting smoking. The project was led
by SCSU assistant professor of nursing
science, Brenda Lenz.

Staff

SCSU called for students to be “tobacco
policy supporters” in May 2012 by
participating in training on how to
educate others about campus becoming
tobacco-free. Students were asked again
to participate in training June 2012.

Map courtesy of stcloudstate.edu

SCSU students are allowed to smoke at these designated areas on
campus until Wednesday, Aug. 1.

Social (media) commentary
Readers, fans and followers respond.

Q:

“SCSU goes tobacco-free
August 1. What are your
thoughts?”

Jessica Foster: About time.
Lesley Skagen: Are they also banning
vehicles that spew a thousand times the
carcinogens found in cigarettes every second
from campus? As a former Chronicle editor, I
sure would not have wanted to take my 2 a.m.
smoke break five blocks away on a poorly lit
city street.

@lovelessLP: pointless, because
everyone is gonna just smoke cigarettes
anyway. If public safety gives me a ticket,
I’ll flip them off.
Ryan R. Koehler: I think it’s great, but
good luck enforcing it. The tobacco policy
that has been in place the last year was
essentially ignored by students.

Jeska Anderson: Irritating how [they] make
rules but don’t enforce them. It’s just more
publicity for the school – in a “positive” light.
Politics…

Emily Gruenke: I graduated a year too
early.

Follow us on twitter @UniversityChron, or find us on facebook at facebook.com/universitychron

SCSU changes in smoking policies since 1950

Leah Carr / new media editor

1964-1975

2002

Smoking only allowed in designated areas in
all academic buildings on campus.

2011

Smoking policy revised. Signs placed to
indicate designated areas.

First phase of tobacco policy takes effect
August 1. Smoking is only allowed in
designated areas on campus.

1988
1950-1951
No smoking in the hallways or classrooms in
Stewart Hall. Smoking is only allowed in the
lounge on the second floor.

Education building requests to go completely
smoke-free.

2007

Permanent signs placed to designate
smoking/non-smoking areas. Ashtrays placed
by no-smoking signs.

Freedom to Breathe provision in the MCIAA
states that smoking is prohibited in virtually
all indoor public places and indoor places of
employment.

1975

2005

2012

Minnesota Clean Indoor Air Act: all public
eating areas must be designated as smoking
or non-smoking.

Smoking is not permitted in university
academic and administrative buildings and
state vehicles.

SCSU Student Government passes resolution
opposing the second phase of the tobacco
policy.

1960-1961

1989

No smoking in residence halls unless a
“smoker” is provided.

Minnesota law states smoking is prohibited
in state buildings, unless in designated areas
where physical barriers and ventillation
systems can keep smoke from entering nonsmoking areas.

SCSU campus goes tobacco-free August 1.

2010
MnSCU Board of Trustees passes resolution
encouraging institutions to discuss current
tobacco use on campuses.
President Potter creates task force to review
current tobacco policy at SCSU.

Information courtesy of SCSU Smoking Policy Review Task Force.

PAC
Continued from Page 1
available in his field, Hanson has no complaints.
“They have plenty of
high quality percussion
instruments,” he said. “I’ve
always been pleased with

quality of provided instruments.”
“The fact that there is
no dedicated computer lab
for music is highly unusual,” said Kristian Twombly,
who teaches courses in electronic music and electronic
sound.
The problem is closely
related to the way the
student technology fee is
allocated.

“Right now the technology fee goes towards open
labs,” Twombly continued.
Open labs are computer
labs that are generally open
to all students, like the
computer labs in the Miller
Center and in Atwood.
“That is a very 1990s
style of budgeting,” Twombly said.
But there are signs of
improvement. “There is a

move to make [budgeting]
more program-specific,”
Vermillion said. This is
occurring in the Senate
Finance Committee and
Fee Allocation Committee
of Student Government,
where changes to the allocation of the technology fee
can be made.
“There are changes
thanks to the last student
president; The art depart-

ment charges its own fee
for students to get the
equipment they need. We
do something similar with
lessons and the results have
very positive,” Twombly
said.
As for the future of
technology in the PAC,
Twombly said he is “cautiously optimistic.”
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‘Quote approval’ means
it isn’t news, it’s free PR
Molly Willms
Editor-in-chief

When I first heard of
the concept of “quote approval,” it sounded like a
joke.
The scary part is that
it’s real enough to warrant
comment from Dan Rather
and the New York Times.
For those uninitiated to
this tripe, there are political
figures who will only grant
an interview to a media
outlet if their publicists are
given access to the interview
and editing rights.
In other words, if you
don’t let us change what we
said to you, we won’t talk
to you.

Thankfully, major media
outlets are taking a stand
against this.
Dan Rather, The
National Journal and
McClatchy’s Washington
Bureau chief all spoke out
against the policy.
The problem is that, so
far, they’re the minority.
In the words of James
Asher at McClatchy, “As
advocates of the First
Amendment, we cannot
be intimidated into letting
the government control our
work. When The New York
Times agreed with Bush
Administration officials
to delay publication of its
story of illegal wiretaps of
Americans until after the
2004 election, it did the
nation a great disservice.
Acceding to the Obama
administration’s efforts to
censor our work to have
it more in line with their
political spin is another disservice to America.”

This is an issue that will
only get resolved if every
media outlet refuses to
agree to quote approval.
If there are publications
that continue to submit to
it, politicians will simply
use those as their exclusive
platforms.
In the interest of staying
informed, the public will
have no choice but to read
these sanitized, untrue accounts of political speech.
What they won’t know is
that they’re essentially reading press releases promoting
the candidate they’re trying
to get actual information
about.
Though any good journalist abhors ultimatums
and blanket statements, I
think it’s safe to say that any
publication who submits
to quote approval is not a
public servant.
A publication that allows such blatant cleansing
and re-writing of the facts

is simply a mouthpiece for
politicians, especially during
an election year.
Even running their
actual quotes makes us platforms for their campaigns,
but the point is that we, as
journalists, do it honestly
and without the approval of
the powers that be.
We are sometimes called
“the fourth estate” of government.
The fact that this is an
unofficial title works in its
favor. It’s a service we provide the public by keeping
the politicians honest and
reporting the truth, even
when it’s ugly.
If you’re willing to
submit to quote approval,
please do the industry, the
public and the politicians all
a favor and just join the PR
teams.
It’s where supporters of
this policy belong.
They are a danger to
the newsroom.

Well done abroad, Mr. Romney

Joe Edmonds
asst. news editor

This has been a big year.
With an election coming up in
November and the Olympics in
London, there is a lot going on.
Sports and news sections across
the country have been riddled with
headlines about two heated battles
for glory.
Then there is Mitt Romney. Oh,
Mitt. We have grown fond of your
little vacations.
Romney’s most recent little
adventure took him over to London,
site of the 2012 Olympic Games.
If you remember the 2002 Winter Games, you would remember
the Salt Lake City games and how
Romney acted as the organizer for
the entire event. Clearly this invited
him to pass a few judgement calls to

the people organizing in London.
Romney started running his
mouth off about some of the strikes
the staff was experiencing, including
their security guard problem.
I’ll give it to him on the security
issue. Of the 83 guards hired to
cover a section of the stadium, two
showed up and one was found with
marijuana on him.
Some people did not think fondly
of Romney’s behavior, however.
People like the Prime Minister David Cameron.
“We are holding an Olympic
Games in one of the busiest, most
active, bustling cities anywhere in
the world,” Cameron said. “Of
course, it’s easier if you hold an
Olympic Games in the middle of
nowhere.”
The Prime Minister makes a
decent point. London is one of the
largest centers of population in the
world with eight million people, not
including the surrounding area.
Although, Salt Lake City does
have one of the largest salt lakes in
the world, not including the surrounding area.
Shortly after Cameron made his
statement, the Mayor of London,
Boris Johnson, stated to a crowd of

60,000 that London was ready for
the games to begin. He also managed to slip in a poke at Romney.
After realizing he may have
screwed up a nearly 200-year truce,
Romney tried to patch things all
together.
“After being here a couple days,
it looks to me like London is ready,”
Romney said. “And of course, it is
hard to put on the games in a major
metropolitan area. What they have
done that I find so impressive is they
took the venues and put them right
in the city. You’re going to be on the
backside of 10 Downing Street for
beach volleyball.”
I didn’t know you could play on
the ass-end of 10 Downing Street.
I bet you could play on the garden
side, though.
I think we can all identify with
Romney. We are all guilty of getting
drunk in some London pub only
to ramble off things about how the
2002 Olympics could kick the 2012
Olympic’s ass. If this is a crime,
punish us all.
I think he should take a trip back
to London soon. The bumbling
American character seems to work
well with audiences there.

Chronicle Crossword

ACROSS

Worth 100 Words
To renovate Atwood Memorial Center or not, we don’t have a choice.
This time, student government decided to allocate $5 million dollars to renovate Atwood. So we as students have no
right to vote.
Seriously, renovating Atwood can
bring more students to the school?
Well, I don’t think so.
In my opinion, we are losing students
because of the shut down of the aviation and other programs.
Thus, there might be an increase in
student fees to make up for the renovation, which make our life difficult.
I would rather to pay more fees to get
the other programs back.
Shun Jie Yong
Visuals Editor

The opinions expressed on
the Opinions page are not
necessarily those of the
college, university system or
student body.

Have an opinion?
Send a letter to the
editor.
Web
www.universitychronicle.net
Email
editor@universitychronicle.net
Mail
13 Stewart Hall, SCSU, St. Cloud,
MN 56301

1. Part of a rachet
5. A mold for setting concrete
9. Misplaced
13. Away from the wind
14. Characteristic
16. District
17. Give temporarily
18. Expire
19. Applaud
20. Anagram of “Smite”
22. Modus vivendi
24. Inheritor
26. Repeat
27. Retaliator
30. Dissertation
33. Natal day
35. Streetwalker
37. A high alpine meadow
38. Alpha’s opposite
41. Female deer
42. Gash
45. Approval
48. Chronicles
51. Chooses
52. Angry
54. Verruca
55. Not the same
59. Outline
62. Top of a house
63. Angler’s basket
65. Competent
66. Absent Without Leave
67. Cozy
68. Holly
69. Man
70. Disabled
71. Following

DOWN

1. Inside of your hand
2. Found in some lotions
3. Meteorologist
4. Tolerant
5. Faster than light
6. By mouth
7. Speedy
8. Unusual person
9. Milk sugar
10. Paris airport
11. Secure against leakage
12. Adhesive strip
15. Fangs
21. Utterance
23. Goulash
25. Start over
27. Garments of goat hair
28. Country house
29. Male sheep
31. Liable to be accused
32. Dash
34. Aye
36. Female chickens
39. Petrol
40. Again
43. Cold symptom
44. Rabbit
46. Attired
47. Piece of land
49. Tamarack
50. Unsaturated alcohol
53. Colonic
55. Apothecary’s weight
56. Hawkeye State
57. A person who lacks good judgment

58. Abound
60. Bend
61. Words
64. Alkaline liquid

Crossword courtesy of MirrorEyes.com. Get the solution in next week’s issue!

Marquee
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‘The Dark Knight Rises’ to an unhappy ending
Matthew Luczak
Cinema columnist

Christopher Nolan’s epic Batman trilogy
comes to a close with the much anticipated
“The Dark Knight Rises”.
Fans lined up hours before screening to
be the first in the theater, but does it live up to
the hype?
The answer is: yes and no. It does live up
to the hype in the fact that it was a solid and
exciting end to the trilogy.
It does not, however, in the sense that it
could have been better.
Nolan is the type of director who doesn’t
do things half-heartedly, and throughout most
of the movie he stays true to his dark, gritty
Batman that everyone fell in love with.
The true problem with “The Dark Knight
Rises” is in the ending.
I’ll start off with the great parts. From the
very beginning, this movie grabs its audience
and doesn’t let go, there is never a part where

I was bored or not on the edge of my seat.
After the untimely death of Heath Ledger,
Tom Hardy had some giant shoes to fill in
being the next Batman villain, and boy, were
those shoes filled. Bane is exactly what he
needed to be, the physical and mental superior to Batman. Bane seems invincible and
always a step ahead making him even more
lethal than the Joker, although not a better
character.
The introduction of Catwoman is also
well done; Anne Hathaway displays Selina
Kyle’s strong female identity, although this
gets lost with the unnecessary love connection
to Bruce Wayne.
Michael Kane, Gary Oldman, and
Christian Bale reprise their roles and dive the
audience deeper into the characters, especially
Alfred. The action sequences are large and
chaotic, yet filmed so fluidly that every punch,
kick, and explosion is seen and appreciated.
Every moment drives the audience to the
conclusion, and this is where the film has its

flaw.
The entire conclusion was something I’ve
never seen Nolan be: sloppy.
Batman is ready to fly the bomb away
from Gotham and save the city, but before
that, he hints to Gordon about his true identity and very generically and quickly makes
out with Catwoman while the seconds of the
bomb are ticking away.
This is not the Batman I knew. He would,
without question, fly off and give not a goodbye, because that was his duty.
That, however, is not the biggest problem
with the conclusion.
Throughout the entire series Nolan has
foreshadowed the impending doom of Batman. That in the end, to destroy evil and
inspire Gotham, he would have to sacrifice his
life.
“You either die a hero, or live long enough
to become the villain,” this “Dark Knight”
quote told me that Batman had to die.
The conclusion shows Batman flying

off in the Batwing and the bomb exploding,
showing there would be no way Batman lived.
Then it goes to show the grieving of his passing, and a half-hearted scene where Lucius
Fox is told that the auto-pilot on the Batwing,
which was originally broken was repaired.
This scene is so forced and unimportant
that I didn’t even catch it the first time. So
what does this important information mean?
Bruce Wayne is alive and living on his own
with Selina Kyle?
I left the theater with a bad taste in my
mouth, everything this trilogy was has been
building to this moment of true heroism and
it fell flat. I want to believe that the producers
forced Nolan’s hand, because I can’t believe
he would knowingly end this so sloppily.
Despite the ending, this movie is much
better than most, and I definitely recommend
it. It was the Batman we deserved, but it was
the ending he didn’t.

Historically innaccurate ‘Vampire Hunter’ is delightful
Lauren Willms
Copy Desk manager

I don’t know about you, but when I
think of President Abraham Lincoln, the
first thing I think of is his side job: killing
vampires.
Okay, maybe that is a bit of an exaggeration.
Timur Bekmambetov’s “Abraham
Lincoln: Vampire Hunter” is a twisted
adaptation of history. It begins with Abe
as just a young boy, witnessing his mother
being killed by a vampire. Years later, directed by his new friend Henry, he makes
it his duty to find and kill the vampire who
killed his mother. Henry only allows Lincoln to kill the specific vampires that he
is assigned, and makes sure that Lincoln
is killing for sport, not vengeance. When
Lincoln discovers that pure silver kills the
vampires, a battle ensues on a train and
leads to a twist ending.
Now, as a personal disclaimer, I would
like to say that it is important to go into
this movie with an open mind -- in other
words, don’t take it too seriously. While it
does base some scenes on real events, it
does not play out history as it really was
(I suppose this was necessary in order to
incorporate the vampire killing stuff).
Ignoring the inaccuracies, this movie
was just plain fun. With action-packed

scenes as well as occasional humor and
well-written dialogue, “Abraham Lincoln:
Vampire Hunter” is a roller coaster of history intertwined with fantasy.
Not only did Benjamin Walker play
the part of Lincoln well, he also looked
the part. His version of the young President was humorous, dedicated, and a bit
introverted. After he meets Mary Todd,
he opens up a bit, and shortly into their
marriage he begins to look like the Lincoln we recognize in history. Walker was
able to show us a man who was seeking
vengeance for his mother, a man who was
a vampire hunter, and a man who was our
president.
Mary Todd was played by a woman I
recognized from the “Final Destination”
movies. Good for her to actually be cast
in something decent. Anyway, Mary Todd
is a strong, stubborn woman, played very
well by Mary Elizabeth Winstead.
Dominic Cooper plays Henry Sturges,
a friend of Lincoln’s and the man who
trains him to be a vampire hunter. There
is a secret about Sturges which adds an
interesting twist to the original story.
Sturges is a solid supporting character, and
his dark personality compliments Lincoln’s
sometimes naive nature. The two make a
humorous but strong duo. Cooper played
the part with passion and he did it well.
The vampires were great. Special ef-

fects gave them gaping mouths with sharp
teeth, and glazed their eyes over. I have
to admit, they were actually scary. During a scene where Lincoln is battling the
vampire who killed his mother, you see the
awesome strength and ability represented
by these creatures.
I have to give the author of the book,
Seth Grahame-Smith credit for keeping
the vampires accurate. They die by silver,
and that is all (they also don’t sparkle in
the sun, for example). Once Lincoln lines
his axe with silver, killing the vampires is
no problem. They look like regular ordinary people during the day, and by night
they attack as creatures out for blood.
The storyline was well-written, showing not only the exciting life of a vampire
hunter, but also the side of Lincoln that
is a husband, father, and eventually a
president. It is full of surprises and interesting twists, from the seemed betrayal
of a friend and employer, to a battle that
ensues atop a stampede of running horses.
“Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter”
was a delightful film full of glaring inaccuracies that added to the fun of the story.
If you are looking for American history
in black and white, don’t use this film for
reference. If you are looking for a silly,
action-packed good time, this movie is just
for you.

Photo Courtesy of www.movieposter.com

Memories are stirred up at Historical Society’s ‘60s exhibit
Molly Willms
Editor-in-Chief
The audience gave two standing ovations at
Saturday’s concert.
It was unclear what the applause was for:
the two performers, or the memories their
songs and stories stirred up.
The Tiptoe Through the 60s concert at the
Paramount was the final event in an exhibit by
the Minnesota Historical Society.
The exhibit, on display until last week at
the library, was titled “Coming of Age: the
1968 Generation Traveling Exhibit”.
The exhibit and concert were a partnership
funded by the Minnesota Legacy Amendment
between the 12 regional library systems in the
state and the Minnesota Historical Society.
It’s not a partnership in the strictest sense,

as the Great River Regional library is not actually using its Legacy funds on this project. It is
being funded only by MHS’s Legacy funds.
“This particular event is sort of a freebie,”
said Beth Ringsmuth Stolpman, patron services
specialist at GRRL. “They’re calling it a partnership, but were paying zero dollars for this.”
The exhibit has traveled and will continue
to travel to other libraries across the state.
The concert, which features Dan Chouinard and Prudence Johnson, will travel with
them.
The concert featured a collection of popular 1960s songs, stories by the performers and
a walk through the headlines and goings-on of
the decade. Each was accompanied by a slide
show projected on a screen made to look like
and old-fashioned TV.
The performers did medleys of TV show

themes and many popular songs, some of
which were also shortened and incorporated
into medleys.
Some of the songs’ lyrics were projected so
that the audience could sing along.
During “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”,
Chouinard asked for backup singing from the
audience.
“We know you have the right to remain
silent,” he said, “but we hope you don’t.”
During their rendition of “Blowing in the
Wind”, the Paramount theater sounded like a
place of worship, with almost everyone joining
in soft singing in unison.
In the breaks between the songs, the
performers addressed the space program, the
Civil Rights movement, the Bay of Pigs, “The
Feminine Mystique”, the Cuban Missile Crisis,
the Summer of Love at Haight-Ashbury and,

of course, the Vietnam War.
When a picture depicted a man burning his
draft card in protest of the war, about half the
audience clapped and cheered while the rest
remained silent.
The show officially ended with “Leaving
on a Jet Plane” since, as the performers said,
the end of the 1960s was a time of departure.
Thousands more soldiers were leaving for Vietnam, youth were going on marches and headed
to San Francisco, and a tumultuous time was
coming to and end.
As the exhibit poster proclaimed, the
exhibit and event “looks at the pivotal events –
both far away and close to home – that forever
shaped the lives of this generation.”
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The Olympic rings are lit Friday night in London during the opening ceremony. Over 200 countries will compete in 36 events.

Team USA ready as 2012 Olympics begin
Mark Schrom
Sports & fitness editor

The 2012 London Olympics are officially underway, as the opening ceremony
commenced Friday night.
Great Britain put on quite a spectacle.
Fireworks, Mary Poppins, Voldemort, and
more entertained the crowd and the athletes alike.
There was a lot of music throughout the
ceremony, capped off with a performance
from Sir Paul McCartney leading the entire
stadium in a sing-along of “Hey Jude”.
London had 204 countries marching
into the stadium displaying bright boisterous colors to reflect the culture and flags of
each country.
With 36 total events, the competition
will take place from July 27 to August 12.
Americans will get to watch the anticipated battle between Ryan Lochte and
Michael Phelps while they swim for multiple gold medals; Lochte has already taken
home one gold medal in the 400 meter I.M.
relay while Phelps took fourth.
It was the first time Phelps has not
medaled in an event since he was 15 at the
2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia.
Questions are now being asked whether
Phelps has what it takes to win any gold
medals after Lochte dominated the first
matchup between the two.
Also dominating in their own sport
of Women’s Beach Volleyball are Misty
May-Treanor and Kerri Walsh. Walsh and
May-Treanor are undefeated in Olympic

competition heading into the semi-finals.
They look to continue their dominance
and capture a third gold medal.
Men’s Beach Volleyball duo Todd Rogers and Phil Dalhausser will try to defend
the gold medal they brought home in 2008
in Beijing.
Of course, the Men’s basketball team
is heavily favored to bring home the gold.
The American team is comprised of NBA
players.
Reigning NBA champion and MVP
LeBron James will lead the team along with
Kobe Bryant. Minnesota Timberwolves star
Kevin Love is also a member of the team.
Team USA basketball has looked good
thus far in the exhibition and the first
Olympic game. Team USA beat France
98-71 in their first game of the Olympics
Saturday.
The number one ranked U.S. women’s
soccer team will look to knock off the rest
of the competition to bring home another
gold medal for the United States.
Abby Wambach and Megan Rapinoe
will lead the team into competition. Team
USA defeated Colombia 3-0 on Saturday to
be guaranteed a spot in the quarterfinals.
The women’s soccer team has won
three out of the last four gold medals at the
Olympic games.
All these athletes and over 500 other
Americans will be looking to excel in their
own sport. Some are just happy to be there,
but for others, anything other than a gold
medal is a complete failure.
Nonetheless, the Olympics have begun.

Scan the QR code to read more online about
St. Cloud olympian Alise Post as she races for
a gold medal in Women’s BMX racing!

Penn State hit with sanctions
Mark Schrom

Sports & fitness editor
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The Twins traded Francisco Liriano to the White Sox for two players

Twins trade Liriano to Sox
Mark Schrom
Sports & fitness editor

Francisco Liriano is no longer a Minnesota Twin. Six years after the “Liriano
project” began in his rookie year, the Twins
have decided to move on.
Surprisingly, the trade happened only
three days before the trade deadline, sending Liriano to the Twins division rival: the
Chicago White Sox.
The Twins gained two players for Liriano, middle infielder Eduardo Escobar and
left handed pitcher Pedro Hernandez, who
are both heading to Class AAA Rochester
for the Twins.
Hernandez is 8-2 with a 2.94 ERA in
15 games combined this year between Class
AA and Class AAA. He is an exciting young
pitching prospect that the Twins hope can
become the next Johan Santana.
Escobar will be a utility infielder for the
Twins, he hasn’t had many major league

After former Penn State defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky was convicted on 45
of 48 counts of child molestation on June
22, the Freeh report doomed Penn State and
it’s head officials for not taking the proper
steps to ensure the safety of children.
Penn State began by firing former head
coach Joe Paterno and school president
Graham Spanier last November. Now the
penalties have been handed out months
after the investigation began.
Penn State was hit severely by the
NCAA with sanctions for its role in the
scandal. NCAA President Mark Emmert
slammed the school with a $60 million sanction, a four-year bowl ban, and vacated all
wins since ‘98. The loss of the wins drops
Paterno from first on the career wins list
with 409 to 12th place with 298.
Penn State also must reduce 10 initial

and 20 total scholarships each year for a
four-year period.
The Big 10 will not drop the Nittany
Lions from the conference. Emmert decided
not to give the school the “death penalty”
because of the damage it caused to SMU
when the NCAA sanctioned them in 1987.
The statue of Joe Paterno has been
taken down and removed from school
grounds, and all ties with the Paterno legacy
are being erased.
The Nittany Lions are doing all they can
to repair the damage the scandal has created, already talking about new uniforms,
and renaming anything and everything
that Penn State built it’s football program
around.
The NCAA and Penn State are going
to set an example that no program will be
more important than the safety and wellbeing of children.

at-bats. He batted .207 with no home runs
in 87 at-bats.
Liriano was set to become a unrestricted
free-agent at the end of the season. Twins
G.M. Terry Ryan had made it clear that the
Twins did not intend on renewing Liriano’s
contract. This trade at least compensates the
Twins with something for Liriano.
Since his stellar rookie year in 2006,
Liriano has undergone Tommy John reconstructive elbow surgery and has never found
consistency in his pitches. He is 50-52 for
his career and 3-10 with a 5.31 ERA this
year. He has had some success, he threw a
no-hitter on May 3rd 2011, and only three
weeks ago tossed 15 strikeouts against the
Oakland Athletics.
The Twins will likely face Liriano in
competition later this week.
Photo courtesy of espn.com / Gene J. puskar

Jerry Sandusky is taken in handcuffs after being convicted.

